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March 17, 2024

MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE – 10:30 A.M.

        Theme: Lent 5: Christ Among Us, the New Covenant 
Worship Leader:  Joy Cotchen

Music:  Stahl Musicians

Preservice Music: “Bears Much Fruit” 
from “The Soil and the Seed” Vol 9 # 4

Welcome and Announcements

Lighting the Peace Lamp

Visual

Gathering Songs:  “Thy Word Is a Lamp” – VT 398
                    “Oceans” – VT 456

Call to Worship: based on Jeremiah 31:31–34; John 12:20–33
One: “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, 

“when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel. No longer will they teach their neighbors, 

or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord!’ because they
will all know me, from the least to the greatest.”

Many: This new covenant is being offered to us.
One: “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 

Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the 
ground and dies, it remains a single seed. But if it dies, 
it produces many seeds.”

Many: Death must come before resurrection.
A seed fallen to the soil and broken open can become 
life for many.

All: This new covenant is being offered to us: 
to lay down our life and follow.

One: The life-giving ways of God placed within our minds and 
written on our hearts, 
where we are forgiven and our sins remembered no more, 
where we are God’s people and God is our God.

Prayer

Singing:  “Lo, I Am with You” – VT 284 

Story Time: “The Rainbow Fish” by Marcus Pfister 
                                 read by Lauren Cotchen

Scripture: Jeremiah 31:31-34; John 12:20–33

Message: “We Want to See Jesus” – Jayne  

Prayer of Confession and Response: adapted from Psalm 51
One: O God, we gather before you, seeking your mercy.

Hear us, we pray.
Many: We confess that we sin against you.
One: O God, wash us, make us clean, create in us a new spirit.
Many: Stay close to us, restore us to your truth.
All: So that we can cry out with joy,

cleansed in your abundant mercy.

Sending Song:  “Jesus, Be the Center” – VT 584

Sending Words 



*********************************************************

Bulletin Editor for March:  Norma Alwine – 814-288-1914    
St. Francis Sharing & Caring Item for March:  Toilet Paper
Offering:  03/10/2024 – $1,948.70 – General Fund    

                                      
*********************************************************

March Mission Offering: Lahash Rice and Beans
Sun., Mar 17, 3:00: Easter Egg Hunt
Wed., Mar 20, 4:30: Vision Team
Wed., Mar. 20, 6:00: Lenten Small Group
Thu, Mar 21, 10:00: Lay Leaders
Fri., Mar 29, 7:00: Good Friday Service
Sun., Mar 31, 6:45am: Easter Sunrise Service and Breakfast at 
Hunsberger Farm
Wed., Apr 3, 6:30: Church Council
May-July: Jayne’s Sabbatical

*************NOTES & ANNOUNCEMENTS****************

Happy Anniversary:  Wish the following a Happy Anniversary today 
or by sending them a card this week: Mon., March 18 – Rachel and John 
Allen.

Jayne hopes to be in the office on Wed and Thurs. She can be 
contacted at any time by calling or texting 330-224-3944 or emailing 
stahlmennonite@gmail.com. 

Hearing assistance headphones are available at the back of the 
sanctuary.

During the Sundays of Lent, we will be using a new way to share 
prayer requests.  Prayer cards are available with the bulletins.  Please 
write your prayer request and get it to the worship leader before the end 
of the gathering song.  It will be added to the opening prayer.
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We will have an Easter Egg Hunt today at 3:00 here at the church. 
Invite your friends and family to bring their children and join in this fun 
time.

Mission Offering for March is Lahash Rice and Beans. Lahash 
partners with local ministries across East Africa and the Rice and Beans 
project provides meals to hundreds of the most vulnerable children. 

We will be having an Easter Sunrise Service at Hunsberger Farm 
on Mar 31 at 6:45 (the sun will rise at 7:00).  This will be followed by 
a breakfast.  If you would like to contribute to the breakfast, see the sign 
up sheet on the table in the foyer. We will have our regular Sunday 
morning Easter Worship at the church at 10:30. 

During Lent you are invited to participate in a weekly small group. 
Each Wednesday evening at 6:00, we will use the Soil and the Seed 
resource.  This will be an opportunity to read the upcoming scriptures 
and reflect on how this Season can be incorporated into your daily life.

The Way of the Cross recreates the path of Jesus on his final days.  
The Ed family will be hosting an artistic expression of this journey on 
March 20, 21, 22, 4-7pm at 625 Horner St, Johnstown. The community 
is invited to share in this event. 

Don’t forget about the Activity Table located in the back of the 
sanctuary, just under the nursery windows.  There are supplies there 
for children as well as other creative folks to use to help engage the 
morning worship with paper, color, or other art supplies. Anyone of any 
age is welcome to see what is there to enhance your worship.  Please 
return any unused supplies to the table after worship ends.

Thank you for the generous giving. Your continued giving is what will 
keep the ministry of Stahl Mennonite Church active for the year ahead.  
As always, you can give in the offering plate in the back or mail in your 
offering to the church address. Electronic giving has proven to be a 
helpful way to continue regular offerings, even if you are unable to be 
here in person.  This gives you the opportunity to make your gift 
recurring. See our website, Stahlmennonite.org, to get started if you 
haven’t used this yet.  (Remember that you can cover the cost of 
processing the donation as well.) 

As Covid and other respiratory virus increase over the winter, if you 
feel more comfortable masking to avoid possible exposure, please feel 
free to do so.  We can all support one another in our efforts to remain 
healthy. 

****************** PRAYER REQUESTS******************** 

Pat Cotchen       Shawn Smith        Lydia Lehman        Riley Allen 
Gerry Fix     Todd Euen Family (Death)      Bob Stahl Family (Death)      
Hunter       2 Unspoken requests   

                                                                                                                               

         


