
WELCOME TO

  STAHL MENNONITE CHURCH
  1201 Soap Hollow Rd, Johnstown, PA  15905

Pastor:  Jayne Byler
Lay Leaders:  Neil Lehman: (814) 244-4625

Jeanette Hunsberger: (814) 483-9332
Pat Cotchen: (814) 244-7608

   Church Phone: (814) 288-5523
E-Mail:  stahlmennonite@gmail.com

********************************************************

June 22, 2025
MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE – 10:30 A.M.

THEME: “Drawing Near - What Does the Lord Require?”

Worship Leader:  Pat Cotchen
Music:  Stahl Musicians

The artwork and poem today are from the book “Drawing Near”
which features the drawings found in the Anabaptist Community Bible, celebrating 

500 years of Anabaptism.

Gathering Music: “Salt and Light” 
The Soil and the Seed - Sermon on the Mount

Welcome & Announcements                                                                                                                                               

Call to Worship and Lighting the Peace Lamp:

The invitation is given to every person by Jesus Christ:
"Come to me! Follow me! Be my disciples!"

We come to this place, to this time,
at the invitation of Jesus Christ.

In the midst of a world where cruelty abounds,
we proclaim the God of Compassion.

In the midst of despair that threatens to swallow up whole
lives, whole peoples, 
we proclaim the God of Hope.

In the midst of indifference and apathy,
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we proclaim the God of Love.

In the midst of hatred and conflict,
we proclaim the God of Peace.

(light peace lamp and pause for reflection)

Come, let us share the light of God's living presence in the world.                               
~ adapted from  http://www.onearthpeace.org/

Gathering Songs:  “I Sing with Exultation” – VT 444
        “Creating God, Your Fingers Trace” – VT 427

A Moment in Anabaptist History

Sharing Our Joys and Concerns**

Prayer

Singing:  “God of Peace and Justice” – VT 711

Scripture:  Micah 6:6-8

Poem: “We are Sunflowers” by Jessica Smucker

Art Reflection:

Reflection Questions: 
⦁ “We are Sunflowers” is a fine example of an ekphrastic poem – a poem that 

begins with an image and then offers and imaginative narrative that amplifies 
or expands its meaning.

⦁ Christians who are familiar with the Micah 6 scripture passage are likely to 
associate it with discipleship or the language of ethics.  Yet this poem 
responds to the artwork by posing a different set of images and questions.  
How does the rich descriptive language of hummingbirds, mud, the evening 
sun and the morning rain change how you think about these verses?

⦁ The poet asks, “What does this moment require of us?”  How do you respond? 
What images or words resonate with you?

Message:  “Do, Love, Walk” – Jayne

Response: Sharing Reflections and any artwork

Sending Song:  “Sing a New World into Being” – VT 809

Sending Words:  VT 1058 

** If you would like to have a prayer request included in this Prayer, Prayer Cards 
are available at the end of your pew.  Please write your prayer request and get it to 
the worship leader before the end of the Gathering Songs. There will also be opportunity to share using the 
mic.
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********************COMING EVENTS********************

June Mission Offering: Saturday’s Kitchen
Sun., June 22, 9am: Congregational Discussion Journey
Wed., July 2, 10am: Lay Leaders
Sun., July 6, 12:00: First Sunday Lunch
Tue, July 8 - Fri, July11: MennoCon 25 in Greensboro, NC
Wed, July 16: New Day Lunches
Fri, Aug 1 - Sun, Aug 3: AMC Celebration of Congregations, Laurelville
Sun, Aug 3: Worship at Laurelville. NO FIRST SUNDAY LUNCH
Wed., Aug 6, 6:30: Church Council
Sun., Aug 24: Church Picnic

*********************************************************

Bulletin Editor for June:  Norma Alwine – 814-421-1782
St. Francis Sharing & Caring Item for June:  Toilet Paper
Front Table for June: Dan and Sarah 
Offering:  06/15/2025 – $2,712.53 – General Fund

         100.00 – Benevolence
         101.00 – Saturday’s Kitchen
           20.00 – Soil & Seed
    $2,933.53 = Total

****************NOTES & ANNOUNCEMENTS**************

Wish the following a Happy Birthday today or by sending them a card this week:  Mon., 
Jun 23 – Bill Horsley; Thur., Jun 26 – Glenn Lehman;
Thur., Jun 26 – Dan Ross

   Stahl Mennonite Church
    “DRAWING NEAR”
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            June 22, 2025

Jayne hopes to be in the office on Wednesday and Friday.  If you would like to meet 
with her or contact her, then or any other time, please text or call 330-224-3944 or email 
stahlmennonite@gmail.com.

We will be preparing packed lunches for New Day Camp on July 16.  There is a sign 
up sheet available on the foyer table of items needed.  Please have them at the church by 
July 15.  We will gather on the morning of the 16th to pack the lunches.  Stay tuned for 
times on 
that date.

Kaufman Church invites you to take part in a day trip to Sight and Sound theater in 
Lancaster on September 30th. The day will include a chartered bus ride, viewing Noah at 
the theater and a family style meal at Hershey Farm Restaurant. The cost is $155. You 
may reserve your seat by calling the Church office 814-479-7813. The office is staffed 
Tuesday through Friday from 8am-1pm.

The Empty Vase… during the summer months there will be an empty vase on the 
bulletin table in the foyer.  You are invited each week to cut a flower or two or several, 
from your garden or growing wild, to put into that vase.  We can celebrate God’s 
wonderful creation through this offering.

June’s Mission Offering Opportunity is Saturday’s Kitchen. We 
will be preparing and serving a meal on August 9.  This offering will cover the cost of 

5



supplies.  Saturday’s Kitchen serves hot meals, in the location of Family Kitchen, on 
weekends to the hungry in the Johnstown community.   Stay tuned for ways you can help 
with the
prep and/or serving of this meal.

Did You know… Allegheny Mennonite Conference stores its archives in our basement 
AND our very own Saffron Barrett-Ross is working to digitalize these files by 
scanning them page by page into computer storage!  Hats off to her for this tedious yet 
necessary work.

Hearing assistance headphones and a large print hymnal are available at the back of 
the sanctuary.

We are enjoying the participation of some new people in our 
church community.  We are excited to have you among us. If you would like to receive 
our Phone Tree announcements and prayer requests, be added to our directory, and/or 
have a church mailbox, please see the form on the table in the foyer to provide this 
information.

Don’t forget about the Activity Table located in the back of the sanctuary, just under 
the nursery windows. During this summer 
we will be looking at art pieces as part of our morning worship.  Perhaps you could 
create something to represent the scripture for the day. There are supplies there for 
children as well as other creative folks to use to help engage the morning worship with 
paper, color, or other art supplies.  Anyone of any age is welcome to see what is there
to enhance your worship.  Please return any unused supplies to the
table after worship ends.

Registration is now open for Allegheny Mennonite Conference Celebration of 
Congregations.  This is a great weekend at Laurelville Retreat Center open to everyone, 
not just delegates.  Come for the weekend or just for a day to enjoy worship, workshops, 
visiting and a little bit of delegate work together with other congregations from AMC.  It 
will be Aug 1-3.  Registration forms can be found on the Allegheny Mennonite 
Conference website or at our mailboxes. 

Our new fiscal year is well underway.  Thank you for the generous giving of the past year.  
Your continued giving is what will keep the ministry of
Stahl Mennonite Church active into 2025.  As always, you can give in the offering plate in the 
back or mail in your offering to the church address.  Electronic giving has proven to be a helpful 
way to continue regular offerings, even if you are unable to be here in person.  This gives you the 
opportunity to make your gift recurring.  See our website, www.stahlmennonite.org to get started 
if you haven’t used this yet.  (Remember that you can cover the cost of processing the donation 
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as well.) 

******************** PRAYER REQUESTS**********************

Ed Horsley Family           Charley Yoder Family                Cathy Spory         
Paul Lehman’s sister Hannah            Justin in Israel           Dave Barrett              Linda & 
Whitey Gindlesperger      Carl Sarvis                    Travelers        Carol Knipple          
Chantay & Taylee Jeffers       Carrie Blough Smith        
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