
WELCOME TO

  STAHL MENNONITE CHURCH
  1201 Soap Hollow Rd, Johnstown, PA  15905

Pastor:  Jayne Byler  
  Lay Leaders:  Sonya Horsley, Joy Cotchen, Neil Lehman

Pastor Cell Phone: (330) 224-3944
  Church Phone: (814) 288-5523   

  E-Mail:  stahlmennonite@gmail.com 

********************************************************

July 23, 2023
MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE – 10:30 A.M.

Theme: PEACE WITHIN: Isaac and his Neighbors 

Worship Leader: Neil Lehman
Music:  Stahl Song Leaders

Welcome and Announcements

Lighting the Peace Lamp

Gathering Song 

Call to Worship

One: God makes room for us here, in this broad space of 
          worship.
Many: Room for our questions and room for our confidence.
One: Room for our joy and room for our grief.
Many: Room for our fear and room for our generosity.
One: Room for ourselves and room for each other.
Many: Let us receive God’s blessing of this spacious place.
All: Let us worship together in faith.

Opening Prayer
Sharing Our Joys and Concerns: “God of love, hear our prayer”

Prayers of the People
One: Lavish God, we come to you in prayer 

for this world that so desperately needs your peace. 
Guide each of us to make the difficult decisions 

             required of a true peacemaker. 
            (Silence.) In your mercy, God,
Many: hear our prayer.
One: We pray for peace of mind, spirit, and body for those 
          we love. 

(Silence.) In your mercy, God,
Many: hear our prayer.
One: We pray that any conflicts within our community 

will be resolved in healthy, life-giving ways. 
(Silence.) In your mercy, God,

Many: hear our prayer.
One: We pray that the divisions and animosity 

present in our nation be eased; 
that people would listen well, think clearly, 
and speak with truth and kindness. 
(Silence.) In your mercy, God,

Many: hear our prayer.
One: We pray for those in places of violence, 

that you would calm their fears and shield them 
            from harm. 

(Silence.) In your mercy, God,
Many: hear our prayer.
One: We pray for those with power, 

that they will work toward the justice that leads to peace. 
(Silence.) In your mercy, God,

Many: hear our prayer.
One: Most holy God, 

bless our work toward your peace 
and remind us of your promise 
that those who make peace are blessed. 
In your mercy, God

Many: hear our prayer.
All: Amen.

Singing 
Scripture:  Genesis 26:12–33



Message: “Going Sideways to Move Forward” - Jayne
Response: Paraphrase of the Beatitudes

How liberated are those who have learnt to let go – 
They shall experience the mystery of God.
How strong are those who are not afraid to admit their 
weaknesses – 
Their tears shall heal their grief.
How beautiful are those wo reverence life – 
The earth shall rejoice in their presence.
How satisfied are those who seek to serve God – 
For God shall be their delight.
How happy are those who are willing to forgive others –
They shall find release from guilt and fear.
How enlightened are those who know oneness with all things – 
They shall see God everywhere.
What an inspiration are those who work for justice and peace –
For they shall live as Children of God.
What an opportunity there is for those who suffer in the cause of 
right –
For their rejection can become the doorway to a new life.

(“The Way of Peace” p 105)
(bring offerings up along with paper doves as prelude of sending song is 
played.)
         
Sending Song
Sending Words  

********************************************************

Bulletin Editor for July: Shana – 814-288-0171

St. Francis Sharing & Caring Item for July:  Toilet Paper

Offering:  07/16/2023 – $1,418.70 – General Fund
1.00 – New Day

                                              300.00 – Shelly
                                         $1,719.70
 

Stahl Mennonite Church
July 23, 2023

Seeking Peace 
Together



*******************COMING EVENTS********************

July Mission Offering:  Mennonite Central Committee 
Aug 4-6:  Allegheny Mennonite Conference Celebration of 
                 Congregations at Laurelville – There will not be a service 
                 here at Stahl 
Aug 8, 4:00: Lay Leaders
Aug 9, 7:30: Church Council
Aug 27 – Church Picnic (More details to follow)

*************NOTES & ANNOUNCEMENTS***************

Happy Birthday:  Wish the following a Happy Birthday today or by 
sending them a card this week: Thurs. July 27 – Carol McKool and Jude 
Lehman 

Happy Anniversary:  Wish the following a Happy Anniversary today 
or by sending them a card this week:  Fri, July 28 – Neil & Ellen 
Lehman; Sat. July 29 – Zac & Tina Lehman

Jayne hopes to be in the office on Wed and Fri. but because of current 
family needs this may vary.  She can be contacted at any time by calling 
330-224-3944 or emailing stahlmennonite@gmail.com.

Hearing assistance headphones are available at the back of the 
sanctuary. 

Our July Mission Offering will be for Mennonite Central 
Committee, a worldwide ministry of Anabaptist churches, shares God's 
love and compassion for all in the name of Christ by responding to basic 
human needs and working for peace and justice.​We will also be 
collecting items for School Kits.  You can either take a bag and fill a 
kit (or more) or you can bring any of the items on the list to be sent 
to MCC to be assembled there.  A list of items can be found on the 
table in the foyer.

Check out the schedule for Red Cross Blood Drives at St Davids 
Lutheran Church in Davidsville on the bulletin board in the foyer.  
The next drive is July 24 between 12:00 and 5:30. Call 1-800-733-2767 
to schedule an appointment. 
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The TriState Auctions to benefit Mennonite Central Committee -
 Johnstown Area Sale will be held August 11th & 12th.  Contact Yvonne 
Devers at 814-421-9008 for questions and donations.

Thank you for your generous contributions to the Benevolence 
Fund to help Shelly replace her wheelchair motors.  Any donations 
beyond this need will help replenish the Benevolence Fund for future 
needs.  

Continue to be aware of opportunities to practice Radical 
Hospitality that you might wish to share with the Vision Team
(Neil Lehman, Daniel Dunmore, Rachel Allen, Jeanette Hunsberger, 
Matt Stahl, or Jayne Byler). The Vision Team will meet in the fall to 
discern next steps.

Summer travels have begun and you may miss Sunday worship 
throughout the coming months.  You are still able to give your 
offering either through the mail or electronically on our Stahl 
Mennonite Church webpage.  (Remember that you can cover the cost 
of processing the donation as well.) You have been very generous in 
your giving and we have been able to meet our spending needs.  Thank 
you for your continued support of our congregation’s ministry.  

Allegheny Mennonite Conference’s annual Celebration of 
Congregations and Conference is scheduled for August 4-6, 2023, at 
Laurelville Retreat Center, Mt. Pleasant PA. West Philadelphia 
Mennonite Fellowship will lead our worship experiences around the 
theme “The Wind of Transformation.” Glen Guyton, Mennonite Church 
USA Executive Director, will be the featured speaker.  You are welcome 
to come join in the worship on Saturday evening at 7:00 or Sunday 
morning at 10:00.  We will not be meeting in our building for worship 
on Sunday.  You are encouraged to either come in person to Laurelville 
or join through a link that will be sent closer to the event.  

****************** PRAYER REQUESTS******************   
Glenn Lehman           Charlotte/Sam Barrett Bob Lohr
Shelly – Praise and Patience      Loveda Leichty    Rick Elliott     
Neil Lehman               Sam Speigle          Tim Lehman                              
Jesse McDonnell
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