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  Lay Leaders:  Bill Hunsberger, Sonya Horsley & Joy Cotchen

Pastor Cell Phone: (330) 224-3944
  Church Phone: (814) 288-5523   
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March 6, 2022

MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE – 10:30 A.M.
LENT 1: SEEKING GOD’S WAYS -

From Security to Generosity

Worship Leader:  Sonya Horsley  
 Music Leader:   Rachel & Leah 

Recorded Music: “Holy Darkness” from “The Soil and the Seed 
Project” by Walking Roots

Welcome and Announcements
Lighting the Peace Lamp

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 from “Psalms for a New World”

Responsive Reading
Leader: Your ways, O God, are higher than our ways.
People: Your thoughts are higher than our thoughts.
Leader: We seek God’s ways. 

(visual is uncovered)
All:  Lord, move us from our ways of clinging to security 

to your ways of generous living.

Prayer of Dedication of Voices Together hymnals
Gathering Music



Call to Worship:
Leader: Together we seek the way of God,
People: through the wilderness of Lent,

through the wilderness of life.
Leader: We crave the safety of God’s shelter,
People: the cool comfort of the divine shadow,

the security of the holy fortress.
Leader: God offers the care of angels,
People: the gentleness of creation,

the protection of love.
Leader: God is generous to all who call on the 
                        holy name,
All: so come, let us seek God’s way of 
                       generosity.

Prayer  
Sharing Our Joys and Concerns: “God of Love, Hear our Prayer”
Music
Living the Gospel
Scripture: Luke 4:1-13 (from the Voice)
Message: “And So It Begins” - Jayne
Silent Reflection
Open Responses

Lenten prayer of confession: (Isaiah 55 adapted)
Leader: Holy One,

we seek you while you may be found.
People: We call upon you while you are near.
Leader: Have mercy on us, O God,

for our thoughts are not your thoughts
and our ways are not your ways.

People: Forgive us for seeking security. 
Lead us into your way of generosity.

Leader: As we walk with Christ on this Lenten 
                        journey, let us see your way more clearly
All: and follow your way more faithfully.

Sending Music
Sending Words
*Resource used: Leader Magazine Worship Resources, Winter 
2021-22



********************COMING EVENTS*******************

March Mission Offering: Lahash Rice and Beans
Sat., Mar. 5, 10:00 am: Allegheny Mennonite Conference Delegate
                                        meeting (zoom)
Wed, Mar. 9, 7:00 pm: Church Council
Sun., Mar. 27, 12:00 pm: Rice and Beans meal at Hunsberger’s
                                           House
Fri., Apr. 15, 7:00 pm: Good Friday Service
Sun., Apr. 17: Easter Sunday

************** NOTES & ANNOUNCEMENTS *************

Happy Birthday:  Wish the following a Happy Birthday today 
or send them a card this week:  Wed., March 9 – Katrina (Tina) 
Dombrosky

Jayne will be in the office on Wednesday and Friday and is 
available other times by texting or calling 330-224-3944 or emailing 
stahlmennonite@gmail.com 

A new Lenten resource has arrived from The Soil and The Seed 
Project.  This is a project from Walking Roots.  Envelopes containing 
this resource, including a DVD of music, are available at the 
mailboxes.

Our Mission offering for March is Lahash Rice and Beans.  You 
will hear a little about this project each Sunday.  We will have a rice 
and beans meal on Mar. 27th after worship at Bill and Jeanette 
Hunsberger’s house. Sign up on the sheet in the foyer if you plan on 
joining the meal.   

Learn about the “Accessibility Resolution,” which will be voted on 
at Mennonite Church USA’s Special Session of the Delegate 
Assembly, May 27-30, 2022.  MHS’s Clare Krabill and Anabaptist 
Disability Network’s Jeanne Davies will discuss it during a webinar 
on Monday, Mar. 7 at 7:00 p.m. EST.  Read the resolution and 
register for the webinar on the delegate resource page:  
 mennoniteusa.org/special-delegate





The St Francis Food Pantry is in need of "fill-in food pantry 
volunteers" to step in for our regular volunteers when needed.  If you 
are interested or would like more information, please contact Kim 
Showalter at 814-479-3131.

The new VOICES TOGETHER hymnals are in the pews!  We 
have a few extra copies if you would like to purchase one to take 
home with you.  They are $25 each.  Also, as you look at the older 
HYMNAL WORSHIP BOOK in your pew, if it is a bit ragged and 
worn, there are better copies to exchange it with on the front pew.  
We also have one large print VOICES TOGETHER available on the 
front pew.  If we need more, let Jayne know.  

Ready for Summer?  Summer Camp at Laurelville is coming 
beginning Mon., June 20 – Fri., Aug 5, 2022.  If you are a young 
person age 6-17 there is a week for you.  The theme is “CLIMBING 
THE MOUNTAIN:  Reaching for Wholeness” based on the book of 
Matthew 5:33-6:4.  If you are interested, see Joy Cotchen or Leah 
Rittenhouse for more information.

Thank you for your continued generous giving of your finances.  
Without each of you we would not be able to do the work of the 
church.  You can give in the offering plate in the back of the 
sanctuary on Sunday mornings, or mail your offering to Kathy 
Thomas.  You can also give electronically on our website.  
(Remember that you have the option to cover the cost of processing 
the donation as well.)

Because of the decline in Covid 19 cases, CDC recommendations for 
masking have eased.  Conemaugh Medical Center has also moved 
into “green” phase because of low covid numbers.  Therefore, Lay 
Leaders are recommending we make masking optional in our 
gatherings.  If you are immunocompromised or are protecting 
someone in your household, you may choose to continue masking, but 
we are no longer recommending this for everyone who has been 
vaccinated.  Thanks for your patience and care for one another’s 
health.
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******************** PRAYER REQUESTS *******************

Patty Stayrook     Dave Mishler    Unspoken Requests
Linnie Hostetler     Liechty Family           Laurelville Family       
Charles Grigg                 Riley Allen                 Immigration Policies     
Allegheny Mennonite Conference         Maple Springs Congregation             
Mental Health Issues      Ukraine         Pearl – Jeanette’s friend
Bridgewater Community College & Eastern Mennonite University                
Afghanistan refugees
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